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Spring Has Sprung  
Rev. Ralen M. Robinson  

 

“Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on new grass, like 
abundant rain on tender plants.” Deuteronomy 32:2  

 

We are entering into a new season. Spring has sprung. The weather is unpredictable, and the 
promise of summer is looming. In this season we experience the fickleness of nature: rolling 
thunder, spring rain, sunshine, and brisk mornings. Spring is one of my favorite seasons de-
spite the unpredictability because we are met with magnificent, heavenly light as it filters 
through wispy clouds, indicating a new day. There is hope and promise as the sun rises and a 
new day offers endless opportunities.  

There is magic in spring like the vastness of the sky. The sky is but a canvas of light, creating 
images within seconds — weaving a story through the delicate clouds. stunning and simple col-
ors and figures that remind us that we are not alone. The pink hues morph into vibrant purples as 
they blend with the beautiful blues. The light peeking from the clouds whispers promises of re-
newal and calmness. The breeze wraps us up in a warm embrace and serves as a reminder we are 
not alone but guided by the Holy Spirit.  

The thawed ground and budding branches display the power of God and the simplicity of crea-
tion. Spring sparks growth, rejuvenation, and replenishment. It begs the question, how are you 
growing this year? Where are you grounding yourselves this spring?  

 

“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 
the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.”  

James 5:7  

In the newness of the season, I challenge myself to take pause and look around; to see how God 
is speaking to me through the elements; to be open to the endless possibilities that come through 
the beauty of being open for anything. The day can begin with frigid mornings and end with 
warm evenings and yet we accommodate for it. How are we accommodating for God? How are 
we making space for God to work through our lives? We can respond with a quick yes but close 
ourselves off without thinking because of complacency or we get stuck with the monotony of 
our schedule. It is easy to continue with ticking tasks off our list and running from one thing to 
the next with ease. Yet, when was the last time you stopped and looked around at the beauty of 
life and breathed deeply in? This season take pause, look around and see how God is moving 
through you and guiding you. 
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Lenten Service Schedule 

April 2    Palm Sunday       

     Rise        8:30 a.m. 

     Traditional      11 a.m.  

April 6    Maundy Thursday     7 p.m.  

April 7    Good Friday       7 p.m. 

April 9    Easter Sunday 

     Rise        8:30 a.m.   

     Traditional      11 a.m.  

   

Every month, we offer a brief recap of the church council meeting. Here are some things 

that were discussed in March. 

–Ruth Ann Koepsel presented a proposed continuing resolution from the Endowment and 

Memorials Committee to spend two large memorial gifts (the Dorothea Rindt Memorial and 

the Charlotte Herrold Memorial) to do maintenance and enhancements for our organ and to 

replace carpet in the parish hall. The council approved the resolution and set a special congregational meeting for 10 a.m. 

April 30. The congregation will be asked to approve the resolution because of the amount of money for the projects. You 

can find more details about the projects elsewhere in this newsletter and in bulletins, e-blasts and a temple talk in the 

weeks leading up to the meeting. 

–Pastor Ralen presented a request from a Christian home school group (40 kids ages 4-12 and their parents) to use our 

facilities (several classrooms, parish hall, kitchen, playground, etc.) once a week on Thursdays. The council was mostly 

supportive of the idea but had many questions. Pastor Ralen will contact two other churches that host this group on the 

west side to see what their experience has been, and will provide that information to the council (or exec, depending on 

the timing). 

–We again discussed growing expenses for spraying our pine trees and mowing the lawn. We will proceed with the 

contract for this year but also look at whether we should continue costly spraying of our pine trees in the future or let 

nature take its course and replace any that die with more sustainable trees native to Kansas. The spraying protects against 

one disease that affects the pine trees but not all of them. If you are interested in helping with this decision, please let 

Tom McFarlane, Mark McKinney or Susan Bachman know. 

–Council members thanked Suzanne Koch for coordinating the visit of the Grand View University choir from Des 

Moines, Iowa, which performed March 18. Thanks to Suzanne and to all who provided food or a place to stay for choir 

members! 

Notes from the pastor 

–Pastor Ralen will preach at a noon service on Good Friday offered by the Greater Wichita Ministerial League at Holy 

Savior Catholic Church. She will still lead Reformation’s service that evening at 7 p.m. 

–Pastor Ralen has created the worship resource for the 10th anniversary of the ELCA’s God’s Work, Our Hands event 

this fall. This resource will be used across the ELCA. 

Upcoming dates 

–Pastor Ralen will be gone from April 20-24. Pastor Cheryl Hoops will preach on Sunday, April 23. 

–Senior Sunday will be May 7, with senior recognition in both services and a reception between services. 

–We will have a joint outdoor worship service at 10 a.m. May 28 with Christ Lutheran, Resurrection and St. Paul’s 

Lutheran churches. It will be at Reformation and will be similar to last year’s combined outdoor service. 
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 This month’s Food 
Cart challenge is 
canned meat. 
 Canned meat is a 
simple and easy way to 
make a meal.  Canned 

tuna, salmon, or chicken makes great 
sandwiches, noodle casseroles, burritos, or 
stand-alone entrees. Pick up a few cans of 
canned meat to donate to the United 
Methodist Urban Ministry’s Open Door 
Food Pantry. These donations will  allow 
another family to make their favorite 
meal. Thank you for your support.  

.   

What Do They Do? 

Have you ever wondered what the various ministries do? Over the next few months we will be highlighting a 
specific ministry and what their mission is. 

This month we are featuring Dorcas Circle. 

  
Dorcas Circle meets at 1:00 PM on the third Wednesday of each month other than August. 

 
For the last seven sessions, we have been studying DIALOGUES 
on The Refugee Crisis from Spark House Publications.  This study 
has an accompanying DVD for further examination of the Refugee 
crisis and has illustrated the plight of refugees from early times up 
to the present day.  In detail, the study defined the many reasons for 
immigration and the need for many agencies to work together to-
ward the settlement of refugees. 
 
As a result of this study, Dorcas Circle has been in contact with the 
local branch of the International Rescue Committee to participate in 
providing welcome kits to help a refugee family. Our offerings 
from 2022 have allowed us to provide eight of the complete kits: 
cookware, kitchen, dinnerware, towel, bathroom, cleaning, house-
hold, and hygiene. These will assist in providing one family's needs 
as they settle into their home in a new country 
 

In April, our  Bible study is titled  “Anchored in God’s Word.” Contact person: Eva Whetstone  (316) 681-
2007.   WE WELCOME NEWCOMERS! 

Thank you, Suzanne 
Koch, for your in-
credible coordination 
of the Grand View 
Choir concert held 
Saturday, March 18. 
The choir was simply 

amazing. Your work provided warm hos-
pitality to these young men and women. 
You are a treasure. Thank you. Thank 
you.  
Your grateful Reformation family.  

    Memorial Gift Proposals 

 

On behalf of the families of Dorothea 
Rindt and Charlotte Herrold, the En-
dowment and Memorials Committee 
presents the following memorial gift 
expenditures: 

1) The Rindt Memorial be spent to fund enhancements to the 
Reformation organ. 

2) The Herrold Memorial be spent to fund enhancements and 
repairs to the Reformation organ and, in addition, to fund the 
replacement of carpet in the Parish Hall. 

These proposals were presented to the Council on March 21 and 
approved. Because these expenditures total more than 5% of the 
annual budget, the congregation must also vote to approve 
them. A special meeting of the congregation will take place 
at 10 a.m. Sunday, April 30.  Prior to the meeting, detailed in-
formation on both projects will be provided in hard copy as well 
as electronically. A temple talk will be given at both services 
April 23. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Endowment and Memorials Committee 

Ruth Ann Koepsel, Chair, Susan Martin, Lynette Wetta, Judy 
Winters, Karen Vlamis 
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Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 

Adult Learning As Lutherans, 
we believe Jesus lives in every 
one of us.   We  meet in the 
Conference Room. We continue 

our study of the Book of Daniel. 

Pre-K through 6th grade We will continue 
our journey through the Old Testament.  Join 
us for a fun time in a classroom upstairs! 

                    

Paul and Shari Ryding 

 They have been members for 57 years. 

 Paul and Shari have been married for 57 years. You’ll have to ask them how 
they met! 

 Paul grew up on a farm between Lindsborg and Salina. Shari grew up in 
Wichita. 

 Shari went to K-State and graduated with a degree in education. Paul went to 
Bethany College for two years and earned a doctor of veterinary medicine from 
K-State. 

 Paul was an equine vet for over 50 years and owned his own clinic. He pa-
tented various vet equipment and still oversees and finishes the assembly on a 
hoof tester. Shari taught various grades ranging from preschool through sixth 
grade during her 20 years of teaching. She spent time raising their children and 
managing the household. 

 They have 3 daughters, 3 sons-in-law and 7 grandchildren of different ages. 

 They do not currently have any pets. They did have dogs and other pets 
when the girls were growing up. 

 Shari likes spontaneous things. She is an avid reader and enjoys being there 
for family and friends and helping others. Paul enjoys golf, art and sculpting and 
was a great handyman. They both like to travel and spend time at the farm and 
doing projects there. 

 Paul does not like Swedish food, and Shari doesn’t like fried foods. 

They like the RISE service. Initially they attended 8:30 worship because Paul 
was always on call and that service worked best. They could usually attend 
church uninterrupted early on Sunday morning. They like the enthusiasm of 
RISE and the involvement and participation of the children. 

The purpose of the Mission En-
dowment Fund is to support lo-
cal, Synod, and church-wide min-
istries not in the general budget 
of  Reformation Lutheran 
Church. Grant requests are re-

viewed by the Mission Endowment Committee and 
are due on April 15.  For more information, you 
may contact the Mission Endowment Committee or 
Pastor Robinson..  
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March Attendance 

      
March 5 1st Lent   
Rise: 66 

Traditional: 57                             

Visitors:   1      

Total:         124   
 
March 12 2nd Lent 
Rise: 42     
Traditional: 37     
Visitors:   1       
Total: 80 
       
March 19   3rd Lent 
Rise: 38     
Traditional: 37     
Visitors:  2 
Total: 77  
  
March 26    4th Lent 
Rise:   50 
Traditional: 43    
 Total: 93 
    
Midweek Lenten Service  
Mar. 8 14 
Mar.15 15 
Mar. 22 18 

Welcome Our New Rise  

Coordinator  

Sarah Davidson's love of music  
started very young while listening 
to her mother singing and playing 
piano. Her parents started her in 
piano lessons at age 11, and she's 
loved playing ever since. The  
native of Rose Hill graduated from 
Wichita State University with 
a bachelor's degree  in music  
education. After college, she 
taught music and has worked in 
different schools with students 
aged pre-kindergarten through 
12th grade. Sarah currently teaches 
K-5 music in Wichita. She has two 
beautiful children, Liam and 
Layna. She is excited to share her 
passion for music, piano, and to 
use both to share the love of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Name  

Mwendo, Stephano G. 1-Apr 

Winquist, Arthur 1-Apr 

Allbritten, Elizabeth M. 2-Apr 

Wegner-Meynier, Nicole 2-Apr 

Woodard, Ryan L. 2-Apr 

Meili, Marsha 5-Apr 

Waswick, Patricia 5-Apr 

Budde, Sueanna 6-Apr 

Moreno, Makenna L. 6-Apr 

Lee, Barbara 9-Apr 

Patry, Jeremy 9-Apr 

Powell, Kim 9-Apr 

Rice, Mark 10-Apr 

Kazungu, Annette 11-Apr 

Aagaard, Alan A. 12-Apr 

Wallman, Max C. 12-Apr 

Flores, Ian M. 13-Apr 

Patry, Walker T. 13-Apr 

Hultman, Dylan M. 14-Apr 

Schmidt, Davey T. 14-Apr 

Saunders, Carmen M. 15-Apr 

Jensen, Eric S. 16-Apr 

Encapera, Isabella M. 17-Apr 

Alderson, Thomas A. 18-Apr 

Walter, Caroline M. 18-Apr 

Fuller, Dylan C. 20-Apr 

Byers, Evan C. 21-Apr 

Casper, Paul A. 22-Apr 

Horter, Michelle 22-Apr 

Kasembe, Gilbert G. 23-Apr 

Leake, Britt W. 23-Apr 

Bruntz, Kathryn R. (Kate) 24-Apr 

Lindemann, Luke 24-Apr 

Peterson-Flaharty, Laurie A. 24-Apr 

Johnson, Daniel R. 25-Apr 

Paul, Ryan E. 25-Apr 

Reed, Maya G. 25-Apr 

Drake ,Kathy 26-Apr 

Wallman, Samuel J. 26-Apr 

Bruntz, Allison K. 28-Apr 

Flores, Andrew C. 28-Apr 

Willett, Jeff 28-Apr 

Brumbaugh, Jill 30-Apr 

Marsden, Andrew H. 30-Apr 

Marshall, Ryan P. 30-Apr 

Homebound Communion Change 

For the month of April (only) homebound communion will be on the 

3rd Sunday rather than the usual 2nd Sunday.  We pray this change 

will allow both the recipients and the distributors to enjoy the Easter 

holiday with their respective families and friends. 

SAVE THE DATE   Senior Sunday May 7 

We will honor Reformation’s Seniors at both 

services.  A reception will be held between the 

services.  The Senior table is set up in the         

Narthex.  Please stop by and sign in the senior’s 

books.  Wishing them well, giving them words 

of encouragement as they start a new chapter in their lives and      

offering sage advise as they grow on their Christian faith. 
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Monthly Youth Group  

Next meeting  
 

April 19 at 6 p.m. 

40 Days of Giving                 Lent Practice: 40 for 40 
 
During this Season of Lent we spend time in prayer for the gift of Jesus to us and for us. We also 

think about others who have food insecurity. The Open Door Food Pantry uses our donations to stock and make available 
food for our neighbors in need of help. Our practice continues through donating 40 items of imperishable food during the 
40 days of Lent: 40 for 40.  Please bring your food items to church and place in the specially marked box in the Narthex. 
At the end of Lent all donations will be taken to the Open Door Food Pantry.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 Confidentiality is a cornerstone of Stephen Ministry. What a care receiver says to his or her Stephen Min-
ister is kept in strict confidence. Even the identity of the care receiver is kept secret unless the care receiver 
chooses to tell someone. 
 Confidentiality gives care receivers the reassurance they need so that they can risk revealing to their Ste-
phen Minister their thoughts and feelings. It is through the sharing of thoughts and feelings that God can work 
the miracle of healing and restoring faith and hope to care receivers’ lives.   
 How does this relate to you as a member of Reformation? Think about the importance of confidentiality 
in your day-to-day relationships. When someone shares a personal feeling or a thought that is troubling him 
or her, it can be very tempting to pass that information along to someone. Even when motives are noble, (for 
instance, wanting to pass the information along as a prayer request), it could be damaging or painful to the 
person who first shared the information.  Ask the person’s permission to share the information before you 
share it.   
 Confidentiality is a standard of conduct all of us need to live by.  Confidentiality promotes trust, builds 
one another up, and encourages healing. As Solomon says in Proverbs 12:18, “Reckless words pierce like a 
sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” 
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