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A Message from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

 
 
Dear siblings in Christ,  
 
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are freed by grace 
to live faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully. As communities of Jesus that 
nurture lifechanging relationships with God, one another and the world, we are  
confident about who we are in Christ and what God is calling us to do. Whether 
worshiping wherever two or more are gathered, engaging in lively conversations 
about faith, or rolling up our sleeves and getting to work, we strive to share God’s 
grace and love in Christ for all people and creation. This reflects the vitality we find 
in Jesus Christ, our own spiritual life and our desire to participate in what God is 
doing today.      
 
Within each community of Jesus there are leaders who strive to model an attitude of servanthood, trustworthi-
ness, humility, patience and listening first while striving to work with others in healthy ways. These leaders 
teach all ages, motivate believers, build consensus, share a vision, discern direction and facilitate action. Their 
attention is focused on growing disciples who are sent into their daily life to love and serve others as friends, 
neighbors, parents, citizens and workers. Together we recognize the importance of growing disciples and mul-
tiplying leaders who serve inside your congregation and beyond your walls.     
 
As our congregations plan their work for the coming year and how to use the resources God has entrusted to 
them, I invite you all to think about the relationships that bring you vitality and the leaders you nurture for 
God’s mission in the world. While you make many decisions, remember you are not alone. We are all partners 
in sharing the gospel. Together, by God’s grace, we can do what God is calling us to. May you go forth to do 
justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God.   
 
Serving together in Christ’s name, 

 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Reformation Lutheran Church 
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 27, 2019 
 

Call to Order - President Laurel Davis 
 

Opening Litany 
Recognizing that our faith is a living, busy, active and mighty thing, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with each of you.  
And also with you.  
 

Teach us, O Lord, to love you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.   
Lord in your name we pray.   
 

Descend on our hearts, O Lord, that we may love others in the way Jesus loves us.   
Christ in your name we pray.  
 

Empower us, O Lord, to be enthusiastic in pursuing your vision for our congregation.  
Lord in your name we pray. 
 

Move us, O Lord, to engage issues in our community in Christ-like ways, and to pursue deep and authentic 
relationships with those we serve and partner.  
Jesus in your name we pray.  
 

Strengthen us, O Lord, to face the barriers we encounter in doing your work, learning to work with others 
although we may not agree.  
Lord in your name we pray.  
 

Give us, O Lord, the ability to adapt to the cultural, economic and social changes that occur in the 
neighborhoods we serve.    
Christ in your name we pray.  
 

Guide us, O Lord, to be a healthy congregation that learns from our failures as well as our successes and 
offers wisdom to others.   
Lord in your name we pray.  
 

Let us pray. As we strive to become the church that we proclaim to be, help us to grow leaders who focus 
on the gospel of freedom, forgiveness and reconciliation as given to us through God’s indescribable act of 
love in the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  Help us to take a fresh look at our baptism each day 
so we may discover vitality in our relationship with you, each other and those we serve in the world.  
Amen 
  

Acceptance of 2018 Annual Report 
 
Approval of Minutes from January 21, 2018 and November 4, 2018 Semi-Annual Meetings 
 
December HVAC Update and Request 
 
Approval of 2019 Ministries Budget 
 
Adjournment 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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Council President’s Report 
 

For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function,  
so we, though many, are one body in Christ – Romans 12:4-5 

 
I would like to start out by thanking the Council members, officers and the many volunteers who breathe life into 
this body of the church.  We all have different gifts, different interests and different abilities, bringing them all 
faithfully together as servants of God, guided by the Holy Spirit to make Christ known.  We are truly blessed to 
have so many people so willing to serve. 
 
The past year has brought changes both large and small to Reformation Lutheran Church.  From tweaks in the 
music programs to the inaugural week of hosting for Family Promise, Reformation continues to move forward.   
 
Our outreach programs continue their shift from traditional media to electronic media.  This year included more 
Facebook and Twitter activity, as well as the addition of our electronic message sign in the front yard.   
 
The Stewardship-Finance board has talked about taking electronic donations for a while, and in 2018 introduced 
the opportunity to donate through an iPad-attached credit card reader. 
 
The worship experience has been enhanced by the addition of the organ chimes and new hand bells, as well as 
new choir opportunities.  
 
While there have been many changes in 2018, some things have stayed the same.  We continue to offer three 
unique worship experiences – a traditional service late Sunday morning, a contemporary service early Sunday 
morning and a Saturday evening service that offers a variety of worship experiences.  We have also continued to 
serve the Community Breakfast once each month and once again held the garage sale in the Fall.  Christian 
education through the Sunday School program and Vacation Bible School continue to be an important part of our 
lives together. 
 
I look forward to sharing 2019 together – both the changes and what stays the same! 
 

Laurel Davis 
2018 Council President 
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Senior Pastor’s Report 

 

It is impossible to adequately summarize 2018 in two pages, so I’m using words and images that are not found 
elsewhere in the Annual Report. 

 

A year of transitions.  We said goodbye to Debbie Stephens (and many 
attended her memorial service at her church, Saint James Episcopal), 
welcomed Kalynn Blum warmly for 3 key months as we prepared for a 
permanent employee, and then welcomed Royce Shoemaker as our 
Administrative Assistant.  We also welcomed Jensen Lee as our Rise 
Worship Coordinator after being without one for almost two years.   
We completed the difficult task of removing inactive members from our 
membership roster.  (This is clearly seen in our 2016-2018 membership 
statistics at the back of the Annual Report.)  This is a painful and 
sometimes controversial process mandated by our constitution. 
 
A year of overnight guests.  Youth from four Minnesota congregations 
stayed in our building for one or more nights this summer (pictured here 
are some of the youth from Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Maple Grove, 
Minnesota, filling the pews during worship).  The youth completed 
service projects around Wichita and at Reformation.  They also 
experienced HVAC problems and a summer storm that took out the 
electricity which sent the emergency doors slamming shut in the middle 
of the night.     
That was a dress rehearsal for our December Family Promise guests.  
Thankfully, everything went much more smoothly when Family Promise 
guests were with us! 
 
A year of signs.  The LED sign arrived on a cold October day.  Thanks to 
gifts large and small, a craft and bake sale, and memorial gifts, we funded 
the sign ahead of schedule.  We had initial technical difficulties, but after 
replacing the controller, the sign is now sharing the good news and our 
news with the 13,500 people driving by each day. 
We also now have 8 well-marked visitor parking spaces.  We added a new 
sign on the front door and, for Christmas, we added a welcome sign 
between our sets of large front doors (to show that those doors were very 
appropriate for everyone to use for worship).  By the way, that is not just 
true for Christmas.  You are welcome to use the large doors any Sunday. 
 
 
A year of blessings.  The annual blessing of the animals (which took 
place in the narthex because of bad weather) was only one of the 
blessings this year!  We asked God’s blessing on tables and chairs; HVAC 
units; handbells as well as handbell tables, pads, covers, gloves, and 
stands, new clappers, and handles; organ chimes; blackout curtains; and 
other items purchased with memorial funds.  Thanks to a mandate from 
the congregation and hard work from our Endowment and Memorials 
Committee, we purchased a large number of legacy gifts this year and set 
aside funds for future projects. 
As we entered our pledge campaign in October, we also prayed for 
ministries of our congregation every week, ending with the prayers for 
our new Council on December 30. 
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A year of worship!  If you’ve looked at the back of the Annual Report 
already, you know that our average worship attendance is down but the 
percentage of membership that is worshiping is up.  By ELCA standards, 
we are above average, but we can do better.  When I think about the 
hours of preparation staff and volunteers put into worship, I want to go 
out to 13th and Rock and direct traffic toward the church!   
 
Long before a weekend, the music is selected, and the sermon begins to 
percolate.  Linens are washed and ironed, wine is poured, bread is baked, 
the font is filled, and the candles are filled with oil.  Carole pushes the 
vacuum and dusting cloth through the sanctuary.  Nancy is at the piano 
several afternoons, Dakota is at the organ often late into the night, Jensen 
often leads the Rise Band through two rehearsals (because there isn’t a 
time when everyone can come to one) and the dress rehearsal on Sunday, 
Kristal works with the Handbell Choir on Wednesdays and Sundays and 
the Worship Choir on Sundays.  Banners and paraments are put in place.  
Several people are calling and e-mailing through their lists to find 
Communion Assistants, Greeters, Assisting Ministers, Readers (Lectors), 
Acolytes (Crucifers), Sound Technicians and PowerPoint Professionals.  
Royce is working on three bulletins, an announcement folder, and a 
PowerPoint presentation.   Doughnuts and flowers are delivered.  Coffee 
is made.  The doors are unlocked.  The lights and sound are turned on. 
 
Worship is important (and not just because a lot of people put a lot of 
hours into it).  It centers us on praising God.  It is a time of prayer, 
confession, and forgiveness.  We focus on God’s Word and participate in 
our Lord’s Supper.  We are privileged to have a choice of worship times 
and styles here, and all three worship services are led well.  We connect 
with each other before, during, and after worship.  It’s easy to skip 
worship when we’re worn out by all our other responsibilities because 
we know God won’t complain (and just about everyone and everything 
else will), but we really need to rethink that choice because worship 
changes us, and we are better for having taken the time and effort to be 
together in worship each week.   
 
 

I am thankful for sharing The Year of Our Lord 2018 together as the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27) and 
remember the words of the late Dag Hammarskjold who is remembered by our denomination as a renewer of 
society, “For all that has been, Thanks.  For all that will be, Yes!” 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Mari Larson 
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Associate Pastor’s Report 
  

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new."     Revelation 21:5 
 
As I look back over 2018, the word that keeps coming to mind is “new.” Whether we are celebrating new minis-
tries, new ways of doing things, or the renewal of activities - and of ourselves, 2018 is a year when I hear God 

saying, “See, I am making all things new.” 
 
After over a year of anticipation, we finally welcomed our first group of 
homeless families into our doors in mid-December through Family Prom-
ise of Greater Wichita. Typically, each host congregation is paired with a 
support congregation. However, in this new rotation, not all support con-
gregations have been recruited, so we tackled the week on our own. No 
need to worry, though, as we had plenty of volunteers! Thanks to all who 
drove, cooked, hosted, stayed overnight, washed laundry or took care of 
set up and clean up, as well as all who donated items to help make our 
guests’ stay as comfortable as possible. A special thank you to Dulcinea 
Rakestraw who stepped in to coordinate our efforts. We learned a few 
things over the course of our first week and are looking forward to host-
ing again in March 2019. 
 
We have three Reformation members who struck out on new ministry ad-
ventures this year. Eric Jensen is serving as a Young Adult in Global Mis-
sion through the ELCA at El Arca in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Additionally, 
we once again have two students in seminary, preparing to be pastors in 
the ELCA: Kaylie Ines at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berke-
ley, California, and Andrew Beers at Wartburg Theological Seminary in 
Dubuque, Iowa (through the Distributed Learning program). All three are 
already wonderful leaders, but we give thanks for their calls to new and 
exciting adventures in ministry. 
 
While the ELCA Youth Gathering, Confirmation Camp, and Vacation Bible 
School may not be new ministries for Reformation, each experience is dif-
ferent thanks to a new group of participants and new themes. And while 
they can be exhausting, each of these important ministry opportunities is 
also renewing in their own way. In late June, I had the privilege of accom-
panying eight Reformation high school youth and one other brave adult to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, under the theme “This Changes 
Everything.” Just two weeks later, ten young people (elementary through 
high school) and I spent a week at Camp Tomah Shinga, learning more 
about our loving God while surrounded by God’s beautiful creation. Then 
it was back home to a busy but fun week at Shipwrecked Vacation Bible 
School, where we learned that Jesus rescues us in the midst of all of our 
troubles through song, crafts, Bible stories and more. We continue to ex-
plore the best avenues to be in ministry with our young people, as their 
schedules and the demands on their time make more “traditional” youth 
programs difficult to sustain.  
 
This fall, we expanded the singing time at the beginning of Sunday School 
to encompass all students through 6th grade, and have added a few more 
intergenerational Sunday School opportunities throughout the year. You 
can read more about that in the Learning Board and Sunday School re-
ports. 



9 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands Day took on a new shape this year, thanks to several 
Thrivent Action Team Grants. With the help of that seed money, we were able to 
work together to do four different projects on that Sunday afternoon in Septem-
ber. One group spent the afternoon at the laundromat with a jar full of quarters, 
offering to pay for others’ laundry, while others assembled backpacks full of 
school supplies for all of the classroom teachers at Coleman Middle School. An-
other group sorted through all of our crayons, melting down broken pieces to 
create new crayons which were donated to St. Francis Community Services and 
another group created gowns for hospice patients. There were opportunities to 
serve for all ages and abilities. 
 
Energy surrounded the renewing of a couple of activities with the Fellowship 
Board this year as well. The 4th of July celebration was well-attended and great 
fun, and if you were unable to attend the revival of the Progressive Dinner, you 
missed out! 
 
As Pastor Mari already mentioned, new staff has helped us to look at things with 
new eyes, and I am grateful for each of these folks I am blessed to work along-
side—both new and those who have been around for awhile. 
 
In the midst of all of these activities – new or renewed, I was also blessed to lead worship, preach, baptize, teach, 
preside at funerals and a wedding, and share in the joys and concerns of many of you, as we all seek to follow 
Christ together as the community of faith here at Reformation. I look forward to the new ways that God will lead 
us in the year to come. I am grateful for each of you, and for the privilege to serve as pastor among you. 
 
God’s peace & joy, 

Pastor Kristin Neitzel Woelk 
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Income & Expenses for 2018 
as of December 31, 2018 

Ministries Budget for 2019 
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Reformation Lutheran Church 
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2018 
 

Attendees: Congregation, quorum confirmed 
 
Call to Order 
Reformation Church Council President Laurel Davis called the meeting to order at 9:45 AM. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Pastor Mari Larson opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Acceptance of 2017 Annual Report 
Laurel Davis presented the Annual Report, detailing the following known updates to the report: 

Page 6 – Dakota Bennett is part-time (not full-time) 
Page 32 – The Kanak family of 4 transferred their membership; 
Maurice Peterson joined Reformation;  
Maurice Peterson died 10-15-17, memorial service 11-18-17; 
As of 12-31-17, Baptized members=536, Confirmed members=428 

Sheryl Johnson moved to accept the Annual Report with updates, and Greg Keith seconded. The motion passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes from January 29, 2017 and November 5, 2017 Semi-Annual Meetings 
Laurel Davis presented the January 29, 2017 and November 5, 2017 Semi-Annual Meeting minutes. Susayn 
Brandes moved to accept the minutes of both meeting, and Sheryl Johnson seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes from April 23, 2017 Special Meeting 
Laurel Davis presented the April 23, 2017 Special Meeting minutes. David Dorf moved to accept the minutes, and 
Susayn Brandes seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Second vote on constitutional changes 
Laurel Davis presented three changes to the Reformation Constitution. He stated this is the second vote on the 
changes that are not required by the ELCA. [The first vote was at the November 5, 2017 Semi-Annual Meeting.] 
Larry Ehrlich moved to accept the constitutional changes, and Tom Pletcher seconded. The motion passed. 
 
 The three changes are as follows: 

1. Acknowledgement that we are known as “Reformation Lutheran Church” 
C1.01    Add: The congregation may be known and do business as Reformation Lutheran Church. 

 
2. Officers that are chosen from the elected members of the Congregation Council  
  C11.01.d   Add: treasurer 
 
3. Allowing for the possibility of more than one Mutual Ministry Committee 
  C13.04.   Add: (s) 
 

Approval of 2018 Ministries Budget 
Laurel Davis presented the 2018 Ministries Budget. Susayn Brandes moved to accept the 2018 Ministries Budget, 
and Larry Ehrlich seconded. Motion passed. After the vote, Gary Hoepner stated some of the memorials have been 
going on for up to 16 years. He’d like to see 5-10 years and stated someone should make a decision about this. 
Laurel Davis stated this is a valid concern, and the council can address it over the next year. Gary Hoepner also 
asked if money was added to the budget to prepare for an emergency expense such as the air conditioning unit 
going out. Laurel Davis stated we don’t have emergency expenses in this year’s budget because of our financial 
position at this time.  
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Closing Prayer 
Pastor Mari led the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 AM. 

 
Minutes submitted by  
Chris Steward, Council Secretary pro tem 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 

November 4, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chris Steward, vice-president, in the absence of Laurel Davis.  A quorum was 
present.  Chris thanked the people who helped out with the meeting. 
 
Pastor Mari led us in prayer. 
 
It was moved and seconded to accept the slate of candidates given by the Nominating Committee, and the motion 
passed.  Andrea Fuller will serve a second term on Church Council.  Jane Camenzind, who had served a partial 
term, was elected to her first full three-year term.  Ben Walter and Tanya Flores were elected to three-year terms. 
 
Synod Assembly delegates will be Anita and David Dorf, Camilla Wilson, and Dean Keith, if he is available to serve.  
Clarence Koch will serve on the Endowment and Memorials Committee.  Those elected to the Nominating Commit-
tee were Randy Koepsel, Keith Martin, Judy Carlson and Michelle Groves.   
 
Chris thanked the congregation for generously responding to the need for more funding.  Giving will need to be 
maintained at this level for the remainder of the year. 
 
Chris explained some giving options such as the Dillons Community Rewards, "The Square" and gave a Direct De-
posit reminder.  Melvin Swanson also spoke of the Charitable Gift Fund option.  Waldo Gerards reminded us that 
we can also continue to give as we have been. 
 
Pastor Mari explained the new Smileamazon.com giving option.  She told us to look for Evangelical Church of the 
Reformation, Wichita, Kansas in the list that Amazon offers. 
 
Ruth Ann Koepsel commented on the beauty of the music at the Worship Services on Reformation Sunday. 
 
Jolene Dougherty asked that the tree(s) be trimmed so motorists could have a better view of the new sign.   
 
Pastor Mari led us in the closing prayer. 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
         Minutes submitted by 
         Suzanne Koch, Council Secretary pro tem 
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Endowment and Memorials Committee 
 

Committee Members    Term of Service 
Ruth Ann Koepsel, Chair   2017 – 2018 
Susayn Brandes    2017 – 2019 
Pam Lyford     2017 – 2019 
Ted Vlamis     2018 – 2020 
Jerry Whetstone    2018 – 2020 
Pastor Mari Larson    ex officio 

 
The Reformation Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund was established in 2000 with a gift of $4000 from 
its original committee members. At the beginning of 2018, due to ongoing contributions and investment earnings, 
the fund had a balance of over $280,000. 
 
The amount of funds that can be awarded is set at 4% of the average and funds are awarded for programs that 
further the mission of Reformation or the broader ELCA. 
 
In 2018, grants totaling $19,000 were awarded to the following: 
Reformation Community Breakfast, Mision San Juan de Dios, Andrew Beers, Seminarian; Eric Jensen, Young 
Adults in Global Mission; Partners for Wichita, St Francis Community Services  (the recipients are pictured) 
 

The committee also provides oversight on memorial funds donated to 
Reformation. A list of memorial funds follows this report. The committee 
worked diligently to contact families whose loved ones’ memorial funds, 
given prior to 2015, had not been spent. A list of suggested items for 
memorial consideration has been compiled and is updated on an ongoing 
basis as requests are made or needs are made known. 
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On December 23, a special concert featuring the handbells and organ was presented to formally dedicate new 
bells, tables, stands, refurbishment of existing bells, organ repairs, and installation of organ chimes, made possible 
through the generous memorial gifts of several Reformation families. 
 
At the May meeting of the Church Council, two continuing resolutions were put in place. Both are pertinent to the 
Endowment and Memorial Committee and are summarized below: 
 

Unused memorial funds should be used within 5 years, small funds (over a year old) should go to Endowment, 
as well as any leftover amount under $100 (unless the family desires otherwise). Finally, any amount, 5 
years old, should be transferred to Endowment. 

All memorial gifts go first to Endowment and Memorials Committee; if over $5000, Exec. Committee must 
approve; if over $10,000, Council must approve. If over 5% of annual budget, Congregation must approve. 

 
Any member who is interested in making a gift or including Reformation in his or her will is encouraged to 
contact any member of the committee. We also ask anyone who has already made this decision to provide the 
information to a committee member or pastor so that we may have an updated file. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
Ruth Ann Koepsel, Chair 

(some of the items purchased with memorial gifts are pictured:  Berghaus staff show completed organ chime 
installation, the organ chimes, new handbells, new conference room tables being assembled) 
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Reformation Lutheran Church 
Memorial Funds 

12/31/18 
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Fellowship Board 
 

The Fellowship Board is responsible for, but not limited to, the following areas 
of ministry for Reformation Lutheran Church: 
 

Hospitality: development and implementation of plans and recruitment of vol-
unteers for all-congregation refreshments and meals (Sunday morning coffee, 
potlucks, Lenten meals, etc.) 
 

Socials: development and implementation of plans for all-congregation social 
events (Examples are:  Ice Cream Social, Thanksgiving Pie Social, Summer Mov-
ie, Fourth of July Cook Out, Trunk or Treat, etc.) 
 

Celebrations: planning for recognition of anniversaries and other landmarks. 
 

Small Group Ministries: supporting groups that connect people with one an-
other and establish bonds of friendship/support among members (such as 
BTOL). 
 

In 2018, the Fellowship Ministry Board continued to coordinate meals for vari-
ous Reformation activities that our congregation partakes of together for fel-
lowship and faith building.  The special seasonal decorations and seating ar-
rangements helped to facilitate fellowship prior to entering the sanctuary for 
worship and after. 
   

The year began with another "Game Night".  We shared games, snacks and fel-
lowship!  
 

Chris Cakes once again provided an entertaining serving of pancakes and sau-
sages on Ash Wednesday, to begin the Lenten Season.  The Board then coordi-
nated meals provided by a number of wonderful groups and individuals on 
Wednesdays during Lent, after both the lunchtime and evening worship ser-
vices.  Great varieties of meals were made and all were wonderfully done.    
 

During the summer, we once again encouraged families and individuals to re-
place the weekly run of doughnuts with treats they would provide.  These de-
lightful offerings continued to make our Sunday fellowships more enjoyable! 
 

On July 4th, the board hosted a cookout with hot dogs and hamburgers, supple-
mented by delicious potluck dishes brought by the participants.   Games were 
available for kids of all ages and included a Bouncy House made possible by a 
grant from Thrivent.  After eating and participating in all of the activities, at-
tendees could sit in their lawn chairs on the parking and watch the fireworks 
from the Wichita Country Club. 
 

Fall again brought the annual Trunk or Treat on the Sunday before Halloween. 
It featured wonderfully decorated car trunks and costumed adults who handed 
out lots of treats for the children who were dressed in their Halloween finery.   
Facebook advertising brought in several new faces! Slices of delicious pies were 
served after the Thanksgiving Eve service for that annual activity.   
 

The year was topped off by the return of the Progressive Dinner.  Six different 
homes were featured on three routes for attendees, and wonderful appetizers 
started the progression at the first homes followed by salads at the second 
three.   
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All participants then proceeded to the church for an excellent meal 
provided by Two Olives caterers.  After all that delicious food, each table 
of 8 was given a Christmas song to “present” to the all attendees.  And 
each presenting group did an amazing job—with many laughs and good 
fun as they shared their creative takes on the old favorite songs.  The 
provided “costumes” and props greatly enhanced the “productions.”  
Videos may be available for those who could not attend.  A special thanks 
to the youth who helped serve the meal and clean up afterward.  Many 
members are looking forward to next year’s progressive dinner. 
 

We could not do any of this work without help from many in the 
congregation who offer a hand in so many ways – bringing food, providing 
meals during the Lent or treats in the summer, or making coffee or 
cleaning up at the end of services or other activities.  We could not have 
done it without you all, or the guidance of our great Pastors.  Thank you 
all very, very much! 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jane Camenzind, Angela Davis, Ken Hobart, and Cam Wilson, with 
guidance from Pastor Kristin Woelk. 

 
 
 

Best Times of Life 
 
Best Times of Life (BTOL) is a fellowship organization for those 55 years of age or more which meets monthly for 
a covered dish luncheon, visiting with others and enjoying a variety of programs.  We meet every month with the 
exception of one in the summer which is determined by avoiding a conflict with Vacation Bible school schedule.  
Each person brings a covered dish to share, their own table service and makes a reservation with one of our 
callers, either Jolene Dougherty or Doris Moden. 
 
Facilitators for 2018 were Lotus and Waldo Gerards who arrange programming, and Janice Barr who takes care of 
publicity.  We depend on suggestions from our members for selecting programs and try to mix entertainment, 
educational and informational content in our presentations.  The group donates whatever they can to support the 
programs with a small amount available from the church budget. 
 
We invite anyone who is 55 or (near that age!) to join us for fun, food and fellowship the second Monday of the 
month at noon in Parish Hall. 
 
The following programs were presented in 2018: 

 The history of the Old Mission Mausoleum by David Stuart 

 Cynthia Martinez of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education program 

 Melvin Swanson, pictures and narration of his tour of Lutherland 

 Kansas Sports Hall of Fame presented by Laura Hartley 

 Caldwell Elementary School chorus, singing and signing, directed by Jenny Wolke 

 Passageways by Jennifer Harrison and Susan Moellinger 

 Cynthia Berner- Director of Wichita Public Library 

 J. C. Combs on the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln 

 Lewis Street Singers, Christmas Melodies 
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Learning Board  
 

The Learning Board started the year with an 
Intergenerational Sunday school and Children’s Sermon 
that centered on a theme of “Throwing Kindness Around 
Like Confetti”.  Confetti flew from the choir loft during the 
children’s message and during the Sunday school hour kids 
of all ages participated in acts of kindness that even 
included making birdfeeders and painting rocks. 
 
For Good Friday we hosted a time for members to 
participate in activities that related to the events of Holy 
Week, including foot washing, the Last Supper, and Jesus’ 
death and burial. 

 
In preparation for our “Shipwrecked VBS” we hosted a Group Funshop.  This event allowed members of other 
churches who planned to use the same curriculum to come in and learn how to host a successful VBS program. 
The success of the event help us earn hundreds of dollars towards Group products. 
 
We used the Shipwrecked theme for our final day of Sunday school in May and 
created anchors and chains to count down the weeks to VBS.   
 
VBS was held again in July and a great time was had by all in attendance. 
 
Rally Sunday kicked off the new Sunday school year in September.  It was followed 
by our Intergenerational celebration of Reformation Sunday at the end of October.  
During our time together on Reformation Sunday, a large Luther’s Seal mosaic was 
created that now hangs in the entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
The 3rd Sunday class started in October at the request of cottage meeting 
conversation.  The curriculum is the Bible and Luther’s Small Catechism.  The 
Wednesday adult classes (which meet during the school year except during Lent and 
Advent) studied the book of Acts. 
 
First Communion classes were offered twice this year with a total of nine students 
attending, three 3rd graders received Bibles in October, and seven young people 
affirmed their baptisms on November 11 after a little over two years of confirmation 
instruction. 
 
We ended the year with an intergenerational Sunday school program.  Families came 
together to make props and costumes and then used them to tell the story of that 
first Christmas with help from our director Tara Rindt and assistant director Ian 
Fuller.  The entire Stupka Family were the stars of the show, quite literally, they 
were stars!  It was a fun filled morning for all who came. 
 
It was a great year of fun and learning and we look forward to the coming year.  With the low attendance and high 
amount of work it takes to put on a traditional VBS program we are already looking at doing something a little 
different.  If you have an idea you would like to share, on VBS or any learning activity, contact any of the learning 
board members; Tina Alstrom, Andrea Fuller, Anjanette Allbritten, Meegan Jowdy, Dallas Rakestraw, Pastor 
Kristin or myself. 
 
For the Learning Board, 
 
Susayn Brandes 



25 

 

Sunday School 
 

We started 2018 off by showering churchgoers with confetti in 
the sanctuary during worship on February 18. We continued the 
day with an intergenerational Sunday School focused on the 
theme of “Throw Kindness Around like Confetti”. Kids of all ages 
had the opportunity to paint rocks to be hidden around town, 
write thank you notes to service people, create bird feeders, 
make a Random Acts of Kindness Calendar and have confetti 
cookies for a snack. 
 

In May, we wrapped up another great year of Sunday School 
with an intergenerational event giving everyone a preview of 
our “Shipwrecked” theme for VBS in July. Each person decorated 
an anchor and made a paper chain to count down the number of 
weeks until the start of VBS.  
 

In September, a new Sunday School year began with another in-
tergenerational event. We started with Matthew 25 and being of 
service to others. We used tons of yarn to create “FITS” to be giv-
en to children who are struggling, allowing them to safely “throw 
a ‘fit.’” We announced that Sunday School would begin each Sun-
day with singing for all ages before heading to the classrooms. 
Also that we would be collecting new and gently used books for 
Child Start as the offering for the first three months of Sunday 
School. For the second three months of Sunday School the offer-
ing is being collected for Rainbows United.  
 

To celebrate Reformation Sunday in October, we had yet another 
event for all ages in the Parish Hall. This event taught us more 
about Luther's Rose. We had several stations where kids could 
create the rose with different materials such as angel food cake, 
fruit and whipped cream or sand art or a giant mosaic of felt on 
canvas. If you haven't noticed, the finished product is hanging on 
the left wall as you enter the sanctuary. 
 

We wrapped up the year with an all ages Christmas Program. On 
December 16, during the Sunday School hour, kids along with 
parents and teachers created costumes, learned lines and songs 
before performing the story of Jesus' birth. Yes, it was all done in 
one hour and was a lot of fun! 
 

Our 1st -6th grade classes continue to use the SPARK curriculum 
from Augsburg Fortress which follows the lectionary year of the 
church, which means the stories the study in Sunday School are 
the same stories they hear in worship that morning.  The PreK/K 
class is using a curriculum called Buzz from Group Publishing 
this year.  Buzz incorporates God Sightings which is something 
the kids learn and discuss in Vacation Bible School.  Our young-
est ones in the Birth to Three year old class are focusing on core 
Bible stories, using our own developed curriculum. Adults have 
continued their study of Luther’s Small Catechism with Pastor 
Dick Hoyer. 
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The Christian education of our congregation could not happen without the help of the fabulous teachers. Please 
make a point of thanking them for their service. 

    Music Leaders            Marianne Mooney and Tara Rindt 
       Birth to 3 Years           Dulcinea Rakestraw and Kylie Stupka      
      PreK/K                         Andrea Fuller and Tanya Flores   
       1st and 2nd Grade      Sheryl Johnson and Melisa Nugent 
       3rd and 4th Grade       Lisa Simon and Cailan Steward 
       5th and 6th Grade       Chris Steward and David Day 
       Confirmation                Dallas Rakestraw  
 High School                 Pastor Kristin Woelk 
       Adult                            Pastor Richard Hoyer  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Anjanette Allbritten and Meegan Jowdy 
Sunday School Co-Superintendents 

  

 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 
This year at Vacation Bible School we found out  
that Jesus rescues!  From the songs we sang, the 
games we played, and the stories we heard 
everyone was brought closer to God.  We used 
Group Publishing’s “Shipwrecked” program.   
 
At Vacation Bible School this year we learned 
that when you are lonely, when you worry, when 
you struggle, when you do wrong, and when you 
are powerless - Jesus rescues!   
 
Offerings from Vacation Bible School this year 
were gathered for Filling the Gap, to help 
provide kids in our community with healthy 
lunches and snacks.  Thanks for your 
generosity!   
 
This year’s participation was an average of 30 
kids each night with a total of 43 registrations.  
We also had numerous volunteers that helped 
put Vacation Bible School together.  It was a 
wonderful week and everyone that participated 
had a lot of fun.  
 
Thank you to everyone that made this week 
possible.  We couldn’t do it without the help of 
the volunteers and donations from the 
congregation! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tina Alstrom 
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Property Board 
 

The 2018 activities for the Property Ministry Board were widely varied.  Flat roof re-
pairs were undertaken which led to the main hall ceiling leak being sealed, following 
several warranty revisits to find the last leak. Water leaks in the Baptistry, the Sacristy 
and the Parish Hall are of concern now.  The most noticeable project completed is the 
purchase and installation of the Electronic Message Sign.  It took considerable time on 
the part of a number of our congregation members to bring this project to fruition.  
We did all of the electrical work that was needed to connect the sign to power and to 
connect the control module to our computer.  Without the help of our congregation 
members, the cost of installation would have been considerably higher.   
 

We began the replacement program for changing incandescent and fluorescent light-
ing fixtures in the suspended ceiling to LED fixtures.  We replaced 4-2’X 2’ fluorescent 
fixtures to LED flat panels in the conference room.  We replaced 3 fluorescent fixtures 
in the women’s restroom to 3-1’X 4’ flat panel LED fixtures and 1 fluorescent fixture to 
1-1’X 4’ flat panel LED fixture in the men’s restroom.  We hope to change more fix-
tures in 2019 with a goal of a complete change out in a year and a half or so. 
 

As many have experienced, we have had several HVAC equipment repairs and replace-
ments.  The most notable were the Conference Room furnace and condenser replace-
ment and the Parish Hall RTU replacement.  We have several condenser units dating 
from 1996 that will need replacement and the RTU for the Sanctuary is the final RTU 
that will be needing replacement.  2020 is a year in which we will have major changes 
in our units, due to federal regulations. 
 

We did some concrete work in the parking lot to replace deteriorating asphalt in front 
of the dumpster enclosure, replaced the ramp leading to the entry door and set new 
handicap sign poles in solid concrete bases.  The gates to the dumpster enclosure 
were rebuilt to reduce the wind resistance of the gates, a safety concern. New 
“Welcome Visitor Parking” signs replaced the old, low positioned signs. 
 

Numerous lawn irrigation heads were replaced which led us to install protective posts 
at vulnerable corner locations.  We also replaced a damaged valve box for the irriga-
tion system with a new heavy duty valve box, located in the playground area. 
 

We had 2 Saturday Work Days in 2018.  Around a dozen congregation members at-
tended the spring work day.  We spread mulch, painting projects were completed in-
side and outside and pew repairs were completed.  It took families and individuals 
working together to get the jobs done.  In 2019 we want to encourage persons of all 
ages and skill levels to join us in maintaining our facility and property.  Look for infor-
mation signs posted around the church when a Work Saturday is coming up.   
 

A wide variety of small jobs were completed because people saw something that 
needed to be done.  Replacing carpet squares, replacing ceiling tile, pruning shrubs 
and bushes, rebuilding gates for safety purposes, reinstalling visitor parking signs, 
removing dead trees.  These are but a few examples of work done on behalf of our 
congregation, by congregation members, without being asked.  We thank those volun-
teers who worked behind the scenes, throughout the year, doing things we usually 
don’t notice.  If these small jobs went undone, many would surely have taken note. 
 

It is apparent that the Property Ministry Board has a good-sized task ahead of it in 2019.  Please consider joining 
us in maintaining and improving our property.  Your help can make the job easier for all.    
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jon Bruntz, Greg Keith, Gary Werbowski, David Day, Gene Bowers, Pr. Mari Larson 
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Service Board  
 

Our job is to reach out a helping hand to both the communi-
ty as well as Reformation.  We have been busy this year 
with several projects. 
 

We sponsored a Craft/Bake sale for Christmas in July.  The 
proceeds from this activity were given to help with the new 
electronic sign on 13th Street.  Many members made deli-

cious baked items as well as created craft items.  Martha Deines let us use some of 
her ample supply of beautiful Christmas tablecloths. 
 

We participated in Filling the Gap to help kids in Wichita have nutritious meals.  
Pam Lyford was once again the organizer. 
 

In August, we hosted the Lutherans Restoring Creation Workshop.  We came to-
gether to discuss where we are in our effort to help our earth and how we can 
work harder.  Julie Hartley was very helpful in making the guests feel welcome. 
 

September brought the God’s Work, Our Hands event.  This year was amazingly put 
together with 4 projects.  Battered crayons were melted into beautiful shapes; 
school supplies were donated to the teachers at Coleman Middle School, our part-
ner school; quarters were given out at a local laundry facility to help defray the 
cost of visitors’ washing and drying efforts; and finally, an entire crew created 
gowns for Hospice patients.   
 

We closed out 2018 with our annual Angel Tree pro-
ject.  This year Operation Holiday was selected due 
to our long-standing affiliation with Partners for 
Wichita, an entity created in part by our dear Pastor 
Sally.  The congregation generously donated large 
numbers of Christmas gifts for kids from birth to 
teens.   
 

I thank the members of the Service Board for their 
willingness to step up when a need is identified.  
Their names are Julie Hartley, Pam Lyford, Cheryl 
Hoops, Jan Mullinix and myself.  We also the appre-
ciate the guidance of Pastor Kristin who, among other things, writes an excellent 
"press release". 
 

Suzanne Koch, council representative 

 
Stephen Ministry  

 

As you enter Reformation Church you notice two things. You will find a community of caring ministry both within 
the congregation and for the community outside our doors. Also, there is a decal on the door that indicates we are 
a Stephen Ministry congregation. Stephen Ministry has been a part of Reformation since the mid-1990s, nearly 25 
years. This is a confidential, Christian based ministry of caring for those who are struggling with life events such 
as illness, death, divorce and job loss. We are not counselors, but we are here to listen and pray together in a se-
cure and confidential setting. If you sense the need to express your concerns or may know someone who might, 
please contact either pastor or Lotus Gerards, Anita Dorf or David Dorf.  
 

Our program continues to be strong thanks to some very caring and dedicated Stephen Ministers who see the im-
portance and results of this ministry. We pray that this new year will be one of renewal and hope.    
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Coleman Middle School/Reformation Partnership 
 
Once again we have reached out into the neighborhood and worked with our neighbor, 
Coleman Middle School.  The highlight of the year for me was the time spent with AVID 6th 
graders talking about the meaning of "homeless".  Then the kids made positive message cards 
for the Bags o' Blessings and peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to serve at the community 
breakfast.  Everyone came away a winner! 

 
We welcomed the teachers back to school with a luncheon.  We also hosted the 8th grade class for their end of 
year celebration.  We had a bit of budget money left so we gave it to the school.  The principal said they are 
starting a program at the school for kids who needed an extra meal.   
 
The congregation participated in the back to school gathering of school supplies as well as backpacks full of 
school supplies, only this time the teachers received them. The Task Force is most grateful for the support of the 
congregation in the effort to help the students be successful. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Suzanne Koch on behalf of the Task Force, which also includes Ruth Ann Koepsel, Anita Dorf, and Sheryl Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship – Finance Board 
 
We are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous and ready to share, thus storing up for ourselves the treasure 
of a good foundation for the future, so that we may take hold of the life that really is life. 
                        1 Timothy 6:18-19 
 
The Stewardship Finance Board has been looking at: where Reformation is right now, where we want to be in 5 
years, what we need to get there, what needs to be done, and how to inspire all members to actively take part in 
this vision.   
 
We had 3 Reformation members (Susayn Brandes, Ben Walter, and Dallas Rakestraw) preach during our 
Stewardship campaign in October to share this vision with the congregation and encourage members to pledge in 
2019.  We plan to continue sharing this vision at various Reformation gatherings, so all will hear the message.   
 
We helped revise our financial guidelines for year-end contributions and are working on policies for credit– and 
debit-card donations.  We write letters of thanks with the Financial Secretary’s quarterly report of giving to 
members and, next year, will be adding specific year-to-date congregational income and expense information to 
those letters. 
 
We are continuing to be good stewards for Reformation and future ministries. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Bachman 
Sheryl Johnson – Council Rep. 
David Jowdy 
Dallas Rakestraw 
Pastor Mari Larson 
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Outreach Board 
 
Responsibilities of the Outreach Board include the following 

Welcoming visitors and members 
Lenten Devotionals 
Publicity and advertising 
The church web site and other social media  
 

WELCOMING 
• New name tags! We updated the name tags for members to a fresh new design to replace the different 

versions that members had. The new design looks better and works much better than the old name tags.  
Name tags are given to all new members and all members when they are confirmed.  Others sign up to receive 
them at no charge.  Funding for the name tags started with gifts given in memory of Debbie Stephens.    

• We also maintain the “Welcome” brochures in the pews for visitors.  Members should feel free to take a 
brochure or a monthly newsletter to invite people to worship or other events at our church.  

• We also schedule greeters to greet visitors and members and we encourage all members to be friendly and 
welcome everyone.  We added greeters on Christmas Eve this year.  If you would like to be a greeter, please 
contact Barb Lee.  Be a Welcomer and wear your name tag!! 

 
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
Last year was the 27th edition of the Lenten Devotionals. Each year Reformation Lutheran Church creates a 
Lenten devotional pamphlet containing daily devotionals during Lent. The devotionals are written by current and 
former church members, friends, pastors, and even bishops. The pamphlet is distributed to church members and 
also delivered to other outreach destinations. The devotionals are also posted on our web site for reading and 
also sent out daily via an e-mail distribution.  Special thanks to Dallas Cronk who again served admirably as the 
coordinator for the 2018 edition, and also to her crew: Debbie Stephens, Marcia Werts and Mark Yeskie.  
 
PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
• Facebook gave us several free advertising packages this year in addition to paid advertising. 
• Beginning in October, we were able to advertise on our sign from Miracle Signs which was financed through 

gifts, memorials, and sales from the craft and bake sale.  
 
WEB SITE, FACEBOOK, AND TWITTER 
• Our website, www.reformation-lutheran.org, is in its 24th year, has been significantly updated this year, and 

has been integrated with our other social media accounts of Twitter (www.twitter.com/RefLuthKS) and 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/reformationlutheranict). Any closings due to inclement weather are posted on 
Twitter and automatically updated to the web site and Facebook. We are always welcoming suggestions so 
review and send us your comments. 

• Our Facebook presence has increased this year, and we have more followers. 
• We have used Twitter and Facebook for daily tweets and posts during Lent and December which have 

gathered followers. 
 
OTHER 
• We ordered the God’s Work, Our Hands T-shirts for the congregation. 
• We started preliminary work on ELCA campus ministry at Wichita State University. 
 
Come join our board!  
Respectfully submitted by Mark Yeskie and Pastor Mari Larson for the Outreach Board: Robert Leake, Barbara 
Lee, Barbara Hull, Ali Davis 
 
 

http://WWW.REFORMATION-LUTHERAN.ORG
http://www.twitter.com/RefLuthKS
http://www.facebook.com/reformationlutheranict
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Worship Board 
 

The 2018 Worship Board consisted of church council 
representative (Karen Pfeiffer), up to two other congregational 
members (Marcia Werts and Allison Keith), ministerial staff 
(Pastor Mari Larson), and music staff (Kristal Cutler, Nancy 
Martin, Dakota Bennett, and Jensen Lee).  The members of the 
ministerial and music staff plan and schedule the worship 
services.  The Worship Board coordinates with the staff and 
assists in scheduling various regular and special worship 
events, and facilitates the seasonal decoration of the sanctuary. 
 

This summer, our 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship moved to 
10:00 a.m. (previously, it had been 10:30 a.m. in the summer).  
That move was well received.  Our Fellowship Board added 
seating areas in the narthex which led to conversations during 
the 30 minutes between worship services. 
 

Noon and evening mid-week worship was offered during Lent.  
The theme was “Open Eyes, Hands, Ears, Hearts, and Lives.”  
During Holy Week, there were worship services on Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday.  
Evening mid-week worship services with the theme “Tidings 
of Comfort and Joy” were offered during Advent.  For the 
second year, Blue Christmas Worship was offered on the 
Saturday before Christmas.  Two candlelight worship services 
were held on Christmas Eve, and a simple Christmas morning 
worship service was offered. 
 

New to Traditional Worship in summer 2018 was the use of 
special settings of the Psalms sung to familiar hymn tunes. 
 

Jensen Lee has brought a more expansive repertoire to Rise 
Worship, with additional music in several genres. 
 

On December 23 between worship services, a wonderful 
concert was presented by Organist Dakota Bennett and the 
Handbell Choir led by Kristal Cutler, featuring our new organ 
chimes, newly refurbished handbells, and newly acquired low 
handbells in the sharing of beautiful musical selections.   
 

Nancy Martin was pianist for the 5:30 p.m. Saturday worship 
service.  Andrew Davis and Pastor Mari planned and 
coordinated Rise Worship through summer.  Jensen Lee joined 
the Reformation staff as Rise Worship Coordinator this fall. 
Dakota Bennett played organ and piano for Traditional 
Worship, as well as funerals and memorial services.  Kristal 
Cutler coordinated and led handbell and vocal choirs. 
 

The Parish Choir (January-May) and Handbell Choir provided 
music during the offering and communion portions of 
Traditional Worship.  The Worship Choir sang during both 
worship services on Reformation Sunday and December 23, 
and at 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship.  Additional 
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individuals and musical groups provided special music 
throughout the year. 
 

2018 Rise Worship vocalists and instrumentalists were: Dawn 
Beers, Jadyn Bonham-Gomez, Tamra Cox, Andrew Davis, Nick 
Flores, Eli Hicks, Erica Hicks, Allison Keith, Dean Keith, Chuck 
Koeber, Kameron Koeber, Pastor Mari Larson, Jensen Lee, 
Melissa Rindt, Tara Rindt, and Adison Wendt.  
 

2018 Handbell Choir ringers were Judy Winters, Ruth Ann 
Koepsel, Pam Buxton, Allison Bruntz, Leslie English, Twyla Hill, 
Mark Yeskie, Janice Yeskie, Scott Yeskie, Tredessa Schrader, 
Robert Cutler, Kristal Cutler, Will Swanson, Beth Swanson, and 
Dakota Bennett with Nancy Martin, Karen Pfeiffer, Neal 
Pfeiffer, Jensen Lee, Jack Bruntz, and Kate Bruntz. 
 

2018 Parish Choir members were: Twyla Hill, Suzanne Koch, 
Anita Dorf, David Dorf, Bill Hull, Karen Pfeiffer, Neal Pfeiffer, 
Robert Cutler, Kristal Cutler, and Mark Yeskie with Dawn 
Beers, Andrew Davis, Robert Pfeiffer, and Heidi Jensen.  
 

2018 Worship Choir participants were: Dawn Beers, Dakota 
Bennett, Jadyn Bonham-Gomez, Kristal Cutler, Robert Cutler, 
Andrew Davis, Anita Dorf, David Dorf, Twyla Hill, Heidi Jensen, 
Kameron Koeber, Pastor Mari Larson, Jensen Lee, Karen 
Pfeiffer, Tara Rindt, Melissa Rindt, Deborah Shaffer, Beth 
Swanson, Will Swanson, and Adison Wendt.  
 

Additional musicians included Roger Lewis and the New Era 
Brass ensemble, Ian Fuller (trumpet), Eli Hicks (piano, guitar), 
Cora Hicks (piano), Tara Rindt (soprano), Janice Yeskie (piano, 
flute), Ruth Koepsel (piano), Kristal Cutler (piano), Robert 
Cutler (saxophone), and Karen Pfeiffer (cello).  
  
Dakota Bennett, Janice Yeskie, and Karen Pfeiffer served as 
substitute ensemble directors. 
 

The sound system for Rise Worship and rehearsals was run by 
Chuck Koeber, Ali Davis, and Andrew Beers.  At Traditional 
Worship, it was run by Gene Bowers, Mark Yeskie, David Dorf, 
and Andrew Beers . 

 

The Rise PowerPoint was run by Ali Davis, the Saunders family, the Fuller family, the Beers family, Brigdon 
Stupka, and the Steward family. 
 

Worship is also dependent upon Altar Guild, Bread Bakers, Acolytes and Crucifers, Readers and Lectors, Assisting 
Ministers, Communion Assistants, Greeters, and Ushers.  Seasonal decorations appeared and disappeared through 
the efforts of many volunteers.  Thank you to all who served in support of Worship!  Our apologies for any names 
that have been omitted. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

The Worship Ministry Board 
 
(All photos are from Holy Week 2018 and were taken by Tom Pletcher) 
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Altar Guild 
 
The Sacrament of  Holy Communion is a special segment of our worship service each week.  The Altar Guild volun-
teers feel it is an honor and privilege to prepare the altar for worship.   
 

Our responsibilities include: 
 Changing the paraments seasonally 
 Preparing the altar for the Saturday and Sunday services 
 Caring for the communion ware and linens 
 Maintaining the oil-filled candles and torches 
 Filling the Baptismal font before the services 
 Draining and polishing the font after the Sunday service 
 Replenishing all supplies when needed 
 Preparing the kits for Homebound Communion 
 

Those serving in 2018 are:   
 Susan Martin  Vicki Dunham        Gale Worrell  Laurie Peterson-Flaharty 
 Jolene Dougherty        Carol Wirths           Barbara Borg                 Sandy Muse                 
 Ruth Koepsel     Marcia Werts                 Toni Maycher            Sheryl Johnson 
 Jan Barr                         Shari Ryding              Cheryl Hoops  Dawn Beers          
          Lotus Gerards             Eva Whetstone  Lynn Ramsey                 Michele Groves      
     Janice Mullinix            Jill Pletcher                    Jette Mortensen           Barbara Orsak 
            Allison Keith                  Allison Bruntz             Barbara Huff         Carol Weaver          
        Susan Bachman 
 

Also serving in this ministry are our bread bakers:  Tom Pletcher, Dallas Rakestraw, Martha Easton, Tina Alstrom 
and Rodd and Andrea Fuller and Family. 
 

Thank you to Lotus Gerards and Tanya Flores for embroidering the Baptismal napkins and Carol Weaver for mak-
ing the Baptismal garments. 
 

We welcome newcomers to this ministry, please call Lotus or Eva if you are interested in serving. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Lotus Gerards and Eva Whetstone 
 
 
 

Homebound Communion 
 
During 2018, fifteen [15] individuals &/or couples delivered homebound communion to fifteen [15] recipients for 
a total of ninety one [91] visits.  Enquiries were made to other members that declined this service.  
 
I am most grateful to the following people for assisting me in this most important ministry: 

Judy Carlson, David & Anita Dorf,  Martha Deines, Larry Ehrlich, Lotus and Waldo Gerards, Pastor Cheryl 
Hoops, Barb Lee, Shari Ryding, Ron and Carol Wirths, Nadine & Bob Norton and Barbara Orsak.  

 
Please contact me if you would like to participate in this ministry or if you know someone that might want &/or 
need homebound communion.   We distribute the kits on the weekend containing the second Sunday and visits 
are made at the convenience of the distributor & the recipient during that week.  We would welcome you to our 
distributors group.   
 

       Jolene Dougherty, Coordinator 
       776-2068 
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Membership Totals 
Baptized Membership as of December 31, 2018 = 476 

2017 = 540   2016 = 616   2015 = 682   2014 = 675   2013 = 682 
Confirmed Membership as of December 31, 2018 = 401 

2017 = 430   2016 = 476   2015 = 519   2014 = 521   2013 = 531 
 

Worship Attendance 

Average Worship Attendance in 2018 = 172 (36%) 
2017 = 182 (34%)   2016 = 216 (35%)   2015 = 206 (30%)   2014 = 231 (34%)   2013 = 244 (36%) 

 

New Members 
Jennifer Thuener Cameron Morgan Jensen Lee  Beth Swanson  Will Swanson  
Catherine Patry Christi Leewright-Patry Jadyn Bonham-Gomez  Zoe Meulbroeck (Associate) 
 

Membership Transfers Out 
Doris Rose-Ross Nancy Day (2009) Joshua Day (2009) Virginia Lindahl 

 

Removed by Request 
Ramona Paarman 

 

Inactive members on the membership roster were contacted at least once during 2018.   
Those who did not respond were removed from the roster by action of the Church Council.   

 
Welcomed by Holy Baptism 

Parker Johnson—May 12 
Walker Patry—May 13 

Ryan Paul — July 1 
Alanna Kendrick—September 15 

Warren Pippitt — December 1 
Ryan Marshall—December 9 

 
First Communions 

Cora Hicks  Eli Hicks  Andrew Flores  Greyson Jowdy  Amanda Larson 
Carter Nugent  Nathan Schrader Cole Torgerson  Thomas Walter 

 
Confirmations 

Matthew Allbritten        Ryan Flores         Colin Fuller         Eli Kuttler 
Brock Stupka  Quinn Torgerson      Samuel Wallman  

 
Wedding 

Joey and Jessica (Deaver) Kreft, October 13 

 
Deaths, Funerals, and Memorial Services (1 non-member) 

Galen Blume (death January 13, memorial service January 25) 
Tom Cronk (death January 26, memorial service February 10) 

Eugene Peters (death April 24; funeral April 27) 
Patricia Anderson (death June 4; memorial service June 11) 

Marge Bengston (death August 9; memorial service September 1, Salemsborg Lutheran, Salemsborg, KS) 
Charlotte Herrold (death October 12; funeral October 19) 

Jack Mercer (death October 12; graveside service October 18) 
Sally Fahrenthold (death November 21; memorial service November 29) 
Warren Dougherty (death November 26; graveside service December 1) 

J. Frederick Hambright III (death December 4; memorial service December 15) 
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2019 Church Council 

 

             Term #  Term Ends Responsibilities                                 
 
Jon Bruntz    1  12-31-2019 Service Board 
 
Jane Camenzind   1  12-31-2021 Fellowship Board 
 
Ali Davis     1  12-31-2020 Outreach Board 
 
Laurel Davis    2  12-31-2020 President 
 
Tanya Flores    1  12-31-2021 Secretary 
 
Andrea Fuller    2  12-31-2021 Learning Board 
 
Suzanne Koch    1  12-31-2019 Finance-Stewardship Board 
 
Karen Pfeiffer    1  12-31-2019 Worship Board 
 
Dulcinea Rakestraw  1  12-31-2020 Treasurer 
 
Chris Steward   1  12-31-2019 Vice-President 
 
Ben Walter    1  12-31-2021 Property Board 
 
Camilla Wilson   1  12-31-2020 Fellowship Board 
 
Pastor Mari Larson  n/a  Called  Ex Officio  
 
Pastor Kristin Woelk  n/a  Called  Ex Officio 
 
David Dorf    n/a  Appointed   Ex Officio - Financial Secretary 
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